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knows, or has seen, lie speaks of what he has heard, or what
he thinks, took place. An amusing instance of this moral
perversity is given "by Dr. Chevers. A man named Lnxiali
bin Budiali, was tried for perjury at Khandesh (18S7). At
a trial for highway robbery, this person had given evidence
under the name of Kalliah bin Dowjee, and had sworn that,
on a certain date, he had followed up the footprints of
certain robbers, &c. On being cross-examined respecting
various particulars, he had not come prepared to answer; he
jidinitted that his name was not Kalliah bin Dowjee, but
Luxiali bin Budiah, and further that he was not present
when the robbers were traced. He further said that his
friend, the real Kalliah,, was sick and unable to attend
the court, and that,* therefore, he came to depose for
him; that the facts to which he had deposed were per-
fectly true, and that although he was not himself an eye-
* witness, yet they were notorious to all the people of the
village. He was sentenced to one year's imprisonment with
labour, and to receive twenty-five stripes. On reference to
Goodeve, we read that <c Mahomedan law, in certain pre-
scribed cases, allowed the singular expedient of giving
evidence Inj proxy. In the event of the death of the princi-
pal witness, the absence of the witness on a three days3
journey, or his sickness, and in a certain class of cases where
the judgment was not barred by doubt, a witness, or the
person who would have been such, was permitted to supply
a proxy, substituting another person to detail facts or
opinions for him/* The following case occurred within my
own experience, and showshow false evidence can be brought
into a true case. A merchant was passing through a village
with a number of bandies laden with timber. A number
of Madigas danced the s sword-dance' in front of the bandies.
This is a dance which, when performed, always excites the
indignation of the Malas, (these two classes of men form the
representatives of the left and right hand castes amongst
the Pariahs). The Malas protested against the dance, a
fight followed, and a Mala was so severely wounded that
lie subsequently died of his injuries. An attempt was